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EXHIBIT B

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee does not have a draft of a proposed
article to present at this time. Three delegate proposals
containing an entire Executive Article have been introduced
namely Proposals 77, 107 and 170. Proposals 'll and 107 are
in substantial agreement and the author of Proposal 107 has
agreed that Proposal 77 may be presented to the delegates
at this hearing, together with Proposal 170. The authors
of these two proposals will present their views at this
hearing.
The Executive Article necessarily overlaps the subject matter
that has been assigned to most of the other committees of
this Convention and therefore we have sought the views of
those officials who are properly members of the Executive
Department to assist us in making a decision as to the pro
posed constitutional framework of the Executive Branch of
State Government.

Using the present Executive Article, Article VII, of the
Montana Constitution as a reference point and contracting it
with Delegate Proposals 77 and 107 we can report that the
committee is at this time in agreement on the following
issues:

1.

The Board of Examiners consisting of the Governor,
Attorney General and Secretary of State should be
eliminated as a constitutional board.

2.

The present Board of Prison Commissioners consisting
of these same officials should also be eliminated as
a constitutional board.

3.

The office of State Examiner as presently constituted
and provided for in the Constitution should be eliminated
as a constitutional office.

4.

The Governor should continue to have general and line
item appropriation veto power.

5.

The Governor should continue to be able to call Special
Sessions of the Legislature when he deems it necessary.

6.

The twenty Executive Department principle recently
adopted as a part of the Constitution should be retained.

7.

The Governor and Lt. Governor should run as a team.

8.

The Lt. Governor should be a full-time position with
duties to be prescribed by law and delegation by the
Governor.

We therefore expect that the proposed article of the Executive
Committee will contain the eight preceding recommendations,
although the precise language embodying these recommendations
has not yet been drafted.

The committee at present is divided on the question of how
many, if any, of the following presently elected constitutional
offices should be eliminated from the Constitution. These
offices are Secretary of State, Attorney General, Superintendent
of Public Instruction, Treasurer and Auditor. These present
constitutional officers and other Executive Department officials
are members of the following constitutional boards:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Board of Education
Land Board
Depository Board
Board of Equalization
Board of Pardons

Only the Board of Pardons falls within the assignment made to
the Executive Committee. Consequently the committee has not
undertaken to make any decision with reference to these other
boards.

At the conclusion of this hearing and with further liaison
with the Convention committees whose assignments cut across
the Executive Article, this committee will formulate a
tentative proposal (which may or may not contain a majority
and minority proposal) on the resolution principal issue
before this committee, namely, which, if any of the present
constitutional officers should be retained in the Constitution.
We trust that the foregoing will afford sufficient information
to our fellow delegates and the public so as to provoke
discussion on the proposed Executive Article at the hearing
on February 9, 1972 at 7:00 p.m. in Convention Hall.

Thomas F. Joyce, Chairman
Executive Committee

